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FSA to Host ‘Access to Capital’ Symposium for Veterans

DATELINE, Sept. 27, 2012 — The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) along with the Jefferson County Development Authority and the Farmer Veteran Coalition will host a Veteran’s Access to Capital symposium on Oct. 10, 2012, in Kearneysville, W.Va.  The symposium is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m.

“This is an opportunity for veterans to get information and learn about a variety of capital resources to help finance start-up operations or help farmers and ranchers with military backgrounds expand their current operations,” said Deputy Undersecretary for Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services Karis Gutter, a U.S. Marine Corps reservist.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The national effort to better serve veterans, reservist and military families has become a priority for USDA and Secretary Tom Vilsack.  He chartered a task force, USDA for Veterans, Reservists, and Military Families, to strengthen and coordinate programmatic and outreach efforts across the department to better serve military and veteran families.  

The Kearneysville symposium will provide veterans who have an interest in agricultural operations with financial and business planning information. Presentations will be given on various loan and grant programs available to start or improve agricultural operations, including FSA farm loan programs and the proposed microloan program. 

Other organizations that will take part in the symposium include the West Virginia Extension Services, Mid Atlantic Farm Credit, Patriots Path Foundation, Boulder Crest Retreat and Natural Capital Investment Fund.

Veterans interested in participating in the event can contact Robert Haughton at Robert.Haughton@wdc.usda.gov or Ross Erickson at info@farmvetco.org or 530-756-1395.
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